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Internal Assessment Resource
Social Studies Level 2

	This resource supports assessment against:
Achievement Standard 91280 version 3
Conduct a reflective social inquiry

	Resource title: Our community, our problem, our solution

	5 credits

	This resource:
Clarifies the requirements of the standard
Supports good assessment practice
Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process
Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic




	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	October 2025 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2026

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.
Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91280: Conduct a reflective social inquiry 
Resource reference: Social Studies 2.2B v3
Resource title: Our community, our problem, our solution
Credits: 5
Teacher guidelines
The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91280. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 
Every community has issues that are significant to its members. This activity requires students to conduct an evaluated social inquiry focused on a local issue of the student’s choice for which members of their community have sought to meet their responsibilities and exercise their rights to bring about change.
Before beginning this assessment, you will need to provide opportunities for the students to gain understanding of: 
The Social Inquiry process
Points of view, values and perspectives in relation to a relevant case study e.g. after-balls, graffiti, teenage parents, gangs, youth street racing
Conceptual understanding of - community, responsibilities, change and exercising rights.
Conditions 
This assessment will be completed individually over 4 weeks either following or interspersed with teaching of the inquiry process with the report being handed in at the end of the 4 weeks.
Resource requirements 
None. 
Additional information
None.
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Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91280: Conduct a reflective social inquiry 
Resource reference: Social Studies 2.2B v3
Resource title: Our community, our problem, our solution
Credits: 5
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Conduct a reflective social inquiry.

	Conduct a reflective social inquiry in depth.
	Conduct a reflective social inquiry comprehensively.


Student instructions 
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to conduct a social inquiry into a local issue of your choice and to write up your inquiry as a report.
Your inquiry will aim to show how members of your community have been able to meet their responsibilities and exercise their rights in relation to your chosen issue.
Teacher note. Rather than allowing open-ended choice, students could be provided with a list of community issues to choose from. Alterations would need to be made to the student instructions in this case and possibly the assessment schedule.
Issues could include communities exercising their rights:
· Law change. Making submissions for local law introductions.
· Protesting for democracy over dictatorship. Freedom of speech, right to give and receive information.
· Media controls. Right to safety, to say what they think.
· Internet controls. Privacy issues/security.
You will have four weeks of in and out-of-class time to complete this assessment.
This is a suggested timeframe and can be changed to better suit your class, and resources available.
You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your inquiry. 
Task 
Undertake the following steps to complete your evaluated social inquiry:
Establish the framework for your inquiry:
Decide on the focus for your inquiry
Develop two or more research questions to guide your inquiry
Plan where you will obtain the information you need.
Carry out your research
Gather and record information from a range of primary and secondary sources, using an acceptable ethical framework and reflecting a variety of relevant perspectives e.g. local MPs, community groups, individuals in the community affected by the issue etc.
Write up your inquiry in the form of a report. Make sure that the report:
Includes a brief summary of your chosen local issue
Describes and explains in detail the different points of view that people hold/have held concerning the focus issue
Makes justified generalisations of ideas that you have gained from your social inquiry and explains how they could be applied to other contexts
Evaluate in detail the social inquiry process you have followed. Considerations for your evaluation could include: 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of your inquiry? 
Is there anything more I needed to know (about points of view, information, and participation)? 
How could the inquiry process I have been using be improved? 
How reliable are the sources I used?
Includes a bibliography that identifies all of your sources. 
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Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91280 Our community, our problem, our solution
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student conducts a reflective social inquiry.
In their report, the student: 
· Identifies the focus for the social inquiry
· Specifies research questions
· Gathers information from both primary and secondary sources that can shed light on the focus of the inquiry 
· Describes points of view that relate to the focus of the inquiry
· Shows evidence of evaluation of the process.
The report will cover all of the above; however, information used to answer the research questions may lack in detail and specific evidence. Reasons for these may be insufficient or not presented at all, for example:
Many people in the Manukau community have differing values on the issue of graffiti. The ‘Beautiful Manukau Trust’ values the Manukau region and wants to make it a beautiful place to live and work in. They have programme called ‘Adopt a Spot’ where volunteers watch out for graffiti or tagging on fences and public places and are provided with paint and brushes to paint it out.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are indicative only. 

	The student conducts a reflective social inquiry in depth. In their report, the student: 
· Identifies the focus for the social inquiry
· Specifies research questions
· Gathers information from a variety of primary and secondary sources, that can shed light on the focus of the inquiry 
· Explains points of view that relate to the focus of the inquiry
· Shows detailed evidence of evaluation of the process.
For example:
The charitable trust ‘Beautiful Manukau Trust’ was formed and is supported by Manukau City Council to provide and promote projects that enhance the visual beauty of the Manukau region. It values the Manukau region and wants to make it a beautiful place to live and work in. The trust has discovered from past experience that the sooner graffiti and tagging is painted out the less likely it is to attract other tagging marks. 
Others members of society have different values in relation to the issue of graffiti and tagging. A celebrated New York graffiti artist Eric Orr who visited Auckland in 2007 believes that graffiti can be art. "You don't have to tag up and do these mindless tags that have no meaning. If you're gonna do something, think about it, cos if it's beautiful most people will be more receptive to it". Manukau ratepayers ‘booed’ the council’s invitation to Eric Orr to talk to local youths, as they are sick of their area being tagged and say that this will only encourage more with taggers believing they are ‘artists’.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are indicative only. 
	The student conducts a reflective social inquiry comprehensively. In their report, the student: 
· Identifies the focus for the social inquiry
· Specifies research questions
· Gathers a comprehensive range and depth of information from a variety of primary and secondary sources that can shed light on the focus of the inquiry 
· Explains in detail different points of view that relate to the focus of the inquiry
· Shows detailed evidence of evaluation of the process
· Provides justified generalisations of ideas gained from the inquiry and explains how they could be applied to other contexts.
For example:
The charitable trust ‘Beautiful Manukau Trust’ was formed and is supported by Manukau City Council to provide and promote projects that enhance the visual beauty of the Manukau region. It values the Manukau region and wants to make it a beautiful place to live and work in. The trust has discovered from past experience that the sooner graffiti and tagging is painted out the less likely it is to attract other tagging marks. 
Others members of society have different values in relation to the issue of graffiti and tagging. A celebrated New York graffiti artist Eric Orr who visited Auckland in 2007 believes that graffiti can be art. "You don't have to tag up and do these mindless tags that have no meaning. If you're gonna do something, think about it, cos if it's beautiful most people will be more receptive to it". Manukau ratepayers ‘booed’ the council’s invitation to Eric Orr to talk to local youths, as they are sick of their area being tagged and say that this will only encourage more with taggers believing they are ‘artists’.
The charitable trust ‘Beautiful Manukau Trust’ has shown that many members of the community are willing to give up their own time to help address issues in their area like graffiti and tagging. However, many people are discouraged from doing this by other factors involved like cost and the overwhelming size of the problem. The ‘Beautiful Manukau Trust’ has made volunteering to take action easier by providing supplies and support for volunteers to address graffiti in their area.
It is easy to see from this example that if you want people to volunteer, provide information or take action of some form you have to make it is as easy as possible for them. Interviews help to gain important information on community issues. However, interviews can take considerable time to conduct that people can resent and a better way to get similar information might be a tick box survey that only takes moments to complete.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are indicative only. 


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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